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Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission 
February 19, 2015 

Minutes 
 

 A meeting of the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission was held on Thursday, 
February 19, 2015 at PA Department of Agriculture in Harrisburg, PA, at 11:30 A.M.   
 
 In attendance representing the Commission were Alan Novak, Chairman; Walt Remmert, 
Acting Executive Secretary of Horse Racing; Jorge Augusto, Legal Counsel and Dr. Corinne 
Sweeney, Commissioner by phone.   
   

Chairman Novak called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was duly 
advertised in accordance with the Sunshine Law.    
 
 Chairman Novak stated that the Commission held an executive session in which the 
Commission discussed personal matters.  No other agency business was transacted.    
 
 Chairman Novak welcomed the new Deputy Secretary Mr. Fred R. Strathmeyer, Jr. to the 
commission.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney, seconded by Chairman Novak, and 
unanimously passed, to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2015, commission meeting.    
 
OLD BUSINESS (STATISTICAL REPORTS) 
 
 Chairman Novak requested the statistical highlights for the past month.   
 
Parx Racing 
 
 Joe Wilson, Chief Operating Officer, reported the previous months and year to date 
statistics.  Mr. Wilson noted that Parx is still in the dispute with Monarch and hopes that it can be 
fixed soon.  The barn construction is on hold until warmer weather is here and will resume as 
soon as possible.                               
          
Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 
 
 Michael Ballezzi, Executive Director of PTHA, was not present and no oral report was 
given.   
 
Penn National Race Course 
 
 Eric Johnston, Director of Racing, reported on the previous months and year to date 
statistic totals.  Mr. Johnston stated that Penn National is still in the dispute with Monarch and 
hopes that it is resolved soon.  The dormitory is on track and should be finished up soon.        
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Presque Isle Downs & Racetrack 
 
 Debbie Howells, Director of Racing for Presque Isle Downs, reported on the previous 
month and year to date statistical totals.  Stall applications are online now and everyone is 
looking forward to racing starting up again on May 17th.           
 
PA Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association 
 
   Mr. Mostoller, Executive Director of the PA HBPA stated that the claiming rule 
language has been sent to Mr. Remmert and the Commissioners for consideration.  Regarding the 
issue with licensing, Mr. Mostoller would like some more discussion with the Commission.  Mr. 
Remmert agreed and all parties will be included for discussion before making any decisions.     
 
Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association 
 
 Brian Sanfratello, Executive Director for the PHBA, noted that the stallion auction was 
another huge success this year with about 23 stallions being sold.  Also the annual stallion 
meeting was held and it went very well; there has been some talk about starting a PA Sired 
Starters Series.              
 
RESEARCH 
 

Dr. Mary Robinson, Acting Director of the Pennsylvania Equine Toxicology and 
Research Lab, and of the University of Pennsylvania, presented:  

 
Cobalt: A small amount of cobalt is necessary for mammalian life, and it forms the core 

of vitamin B12.  However, cobalt also has the potential to increase red blood cell production 
when administered at a high dosage, and was used for this purpose in humans before safer drugs 
were developed to stimulate red blood cell production (erythropoietin).  Toxic effects of cobalt 
have been shown in humans to occur at doses that are effective at increasing red blood cell 
production.  The administration of bulk cobalt to race horses has been reported to regulatory 
authorities as an attempt to increase red blood cell production, and toxic effects in horses have 
been demonstrated by some laboratories when very high doses were administered intravenously.  
An increase in equine red blood cell production has not been demonstrated by any of the studies 
in horses. 
 

Cobalt-containing vitamin products are not regulated by the FDA and cobalt is also 
included in sweet feed by feed producers.  Studies were performed to determine if these products 
would affect plasma and urine concentrations of cobalt.  Some of these products did increase 
plasma and urine concentrations.  In addition, the cobalt concentration in the PA race horse 
population (250 Thoroughbreds and 250 Standardbreds) was evaluated.  Based on these studies, 
it was determined that values above 50 ppb are indicative of an attempt to increase red blood cell 
production in the horse.  Values between 25 and 50 ppb may be due to an excessive use of 
cobalt-containing supplements or an attempt to increase red blood cell production, therefore, it is 
recommended that horses with concentrations between 25 and 50 ppb be placed on the vet’s list 
until plasma cobalt concentrations fall below 25 ppb. 
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There are currently 16 manuscripts in preparation, three manuscripts at various stages of the 
review process, and one manuscript was recently accepted. 

 
QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICER 
 
 All internal blind samples sent to the screening sections of the laboratory this month have 
been correctly identified.  An internal blind sample was also correctly identified by the DNA 
section.  All six blood gas proficiency sets for 2014 had correct results and were graded 
Acceptable by the College of American Pathologists, CAP.   
 
 The PETRL Technical Management Committee met in December as required by the 
American Association of Laboratory Accreditation, A2LA and the PETRL Quality Assurance 
Program.   
 
 This committee meets in order to continually improve the effectiveness of the 
laboratory’s technical system.  The laboratory management system for testing and the quality 
assurance policies and procedures in place were reviewed.  Additionally the adequacy of 
resources and staff training plans were discussed.  The group generated ideas to improve the 
suitability, stability and effectiveness of laboratory polices and testing procedures.  The 
authorization of auditors for the laboratory’s internal audit and an auditor training session was 
conducted in December.   
 

In January, the laboratory staff conducted the internal audit, a review of all procedures 
and data for technical tests for compliance to American Association for Laboratory 
Accreditation, A2LA, ISO/IEC 17025 and RMTC criteria.  The audit findings are currently being 
summarized and a final report will be submitted to the Racing Commissions and A2LA.   
  

NEW BUSINESS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney, seconded by Chairman Novak and 
unanimously passed to approve item 5.a.(1); approval of  the thoroughbred full race card 
simulcast schedules for the month of February 2015 at Penn National, Parx Racing, and Presque 
Isle Downs.   
  
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Chairman Novak and 
passed to approve item 5.a.(2)1; approval of the harness full race card simulcast schedules for the 
month of February 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs, and Harrah’s 
Philadelphia Casino and Racetrack.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Chairman Novak and 
passed to approve item 5.b. (1); the ratification of Presque Isle Downs 2015 Live Race calendar. 
                                                           
1Concerning Item 5.a. (2); “Consideration for approval of the Harness full race card simulcast schedules for the 
month of March 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs and Harrah’s Philadelphia.  Approval is 
pending submission of the fully executed simulcast agreements to the Commission Office.” Chairman Alan Novak 
abstained from voting on this item due to a business relationship with The Meadows.   
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A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Chairman Novak and 

passed to approve item 5.b. (2); Presque Isle Downs request to conduct a Match Play promotion 
on Mountaineer Park’s live races during the month of March.  7,000 letters will be sent to 
patrons and they must wager $5.00.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Chairman Novak and 
passed to approve item 5.b. (3); Presque Isle Downs request to accept Hollywood Hi5 wagers 
offered at Mahoning Valley Race Course.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Chairman Novak and 
passed to approve item 5.b. (4); Parx Racing request to add four additional live race days in April 
2015.  The dates are the 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th.   
 
ADJUDICATION 
 
 AND NOW, this 19th day of February, 2015, upon consideration of the exhibits of 
record, it is hereby ORDERED that the decision of the Parx Racetrack Stewards dated July 14, 
2014, pursuant to which the horse “Sue Them All” was disqualified from the 8th race on that 
date, changing the order of finish for “Sue Them All” from 2nd place to 6th place for interfering 
with #1 “Seventeenohsix,” is AFFIRMED.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 Mr. George Geist spoke to the Commission during the public session.   
 
 Chairman Novak announced the next commission meeting will be held March 25, 2015, 
at New Bolton Center in Kennett Square, PA.   
  
 Executive Session: 10:30 A.M. in Allam House 
 Public Meeting: 11:30 A.M. in Allam House  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Chairman Novak adjourned the meeting. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Walt Remmert 
      Acting Executive Secretary 
  
 
 


