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Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission 
July 27, 2015 

Minutes 
 

 A meeting of the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission was held on Monday, 
July 27, 2015 at Presque Isle Downs, in Erie, PA, at 3:00 P.M.   
 
 In attendance representing the Commission were Alan Novak, Chairman; Thomas Jay 
Ellis, Commissioner; Walt Remmert, Acting Executive Secretary of Horse Racing; and Jorge 
Augusto, Legal Counsel. Representing the PA Department of Agriculture as an Ex-Officio 
Member of the Commission was Fred Strathmeyer, Deputy Secretary.   Dr. Corinne Sweeney, 
Commissioner, was on by phone.      
     
   Chairman Novak called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was duly 
advertised in accordance with the Sunshine Law.    
 
 Mr. Augusto stated that the Commission held an executive session in which the 
Commission discussed personal matters.  No other agency business was transacted.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeny, seconded by Commissioner Ellis, and 
unanimously passed, to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2015, commission meeting.    
 
OLD BUSINESS (STATISTICAL REPORTS) 
 
 Chairman Novak requested the statistical highlights for the past month.   
 
Parx Racing 
 
 Samuel Elliot, Director of Racing, reported the previous month and year to date statistics. 
This fall some of the events happening at Parx Racing will be the Fall Festival starting on August 
29th and the PA Derby Day.                 
          
Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 
 
 Michael Ballezzi, Executive Director of PTHA, was not present and no oral report was 
given.   
 
Penn National Race Course 
 
 Eric Johnston, Director of Racing, reported on the previous months and year to date 
statistic totals.  On Saturday, August 1st, Penn National will be operating in conjunction with the 
rest of the country hosting a fundraiser for the permanently disabled jockey fund.  On September 
12th is PA Owners Appreciation Day with increased purses for those races.  The Reading OTW 
will be closing on August 30th this year.           
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Presque Isle Downs & Racetrack 
 
 Debbie Howells, Director of Racing for Presque Isle Downs, reported on the previous 
months and year to date statistic totals.  Ms. Howells thanked the commission for coming up to 
the track.  The infield mowing has begun to help with the deer problem and the training hours 
have been changed to 6:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. to help the people installing the fence have a few 
more hours to work at it.   
 
 Acting Executive Secretary Walt Remmert thanked Presque Isle Downs for their 
communication and the great way they have handled the problems that have come their way this 
year.          
 
PA Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association 
 
   Mr. Martinez, Associate Executive Director of the PA HBPA, noted his thankfulness for 
the great help from Presque Isle Downs about the deer problem and their willingness to help in 
any way they can.      
 
Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association 
 
 Brian Sanfratello, Executive Director, was not present and filled a report with the 
commission.   
 
RESEARCH 
 

 Dr. Mary Robinson, Acting Director of the Pennsylvania Equine Toxicology and 
Research Lab, and of the University of Pennsylvania, presented:  The laboratory continues to 
develop new screening methods for various classes of new drugs.  These approaches provide 
increased flexibility in processing track samples as multiple screening techniques are 
simultaneously and independently used.   
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICER 
 
 All internal blind samples sent to the screening sections of the laboratory this month have 
been correctly identified.  An internal blind sample was also correctly identified by the DNA 
section.     
  

NEW BUSINESS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney, seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve item 5.a.(1); approval of  the thoroughbred full race card 
simulcast schedules for the month of July 2015 at Penn National, Parx Racing, and Presque Isle 
Downs.   
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 A motion was made by Commissioner Ellis and seconded by Commissioner Sweeney and 
passed to approve item 5.a. (2)1; approval of the harness full race card simulcast schedules for 
the month of July 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs, and Harrah’s 
Philadelphia Casino and Racetrack.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Ellis and seconded by Commissioner Sweeney and 
passed to approve item 5.b. (1); of the request from Penn National to send its live races to Iowa 
Greyhound Association in Dubuque, Iowa.  Hub: Sportech QDC East, Iowa Hub: Code IGA.    
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve item 5.b. (2); of the request from Penn National to add five race 
dates to the 2015 schedule.  Wednesday’s September 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30th, each card will be 8 
races with a post time of 6:00 p.m.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 

unanimously passed to ratify item 5.b. (3); request from Presque Isle Downs to close the teller 
manned line for Mutuels on the second floor on Saturday, July, 25, 2015 for a craps tournament.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 

unanimously passed to ratify item 5.b. (4); request from Presque Isle Downs to have Tamara 
Graham fill in as third placing Judge until a new one can be hired.    

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 

unanimously passed to approve item 5.b. (5);  Presque Isle Downs permission to add three days 
to the end of the race meet, October 4th, 5th, 6th to make up for the races that were cancelled on 
the following dates June 22, 28, 29 and 30th.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 

unanimously passed to approve item 5.b. (6); Parx racing request to reduce the number of live 
race days in 2015.  The dates will be August 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 22nd, 23rd, and 25th also 
December 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th for a total of 12 days.   

 
ADJUDICATIONS 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve “AND NOW, this 27th day of July, 2015, upon consideration of 
the testimony and exhibits of record, it is hereby ORDERED that Ruling No. 15054PN of the 
Board of Stewards, dated March 31, 2015, revoking all licenses held by OWNER/TRAINER 
JULIAN O. CANET with the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission, is AFFIRMED.  
Consistent with this Ruling, all licenses held by JULIAN O. CANET with the Commission are 
REVOKED, commencing August 3, 2015.”   
 
                                                           
1Concerning Item 5.a. (2); “Consideration for approval of the Harness full race card simulcast schedules for the 
month of August 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs and Harrah’s Philadelphia.  Approval is 
pending submission of the fully executed simulcast agreements to the Commission Office.” Chairman Alan Novak 
abstained from voting on this item due to a business relationship with The Meadows.   
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 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve “AND NOW, this 27th day of July, 2015, upon consideration of 
the testimony and exhibits of record, it is hereby ORDERED that the Decision of the Board of 
Stewards to disqualify the horse, “Lockport,” from the 7th race on December 14, 2014 at the 
Philadelphia Parx Racetrack, and to place the horse from 2nd place to 5th place is AFFIRMED.”  
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney and seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve “AND NOW, this 27th day of July, 2015, upon consideration of 
the  Motion for Rehearing, Reconsideration or Modification filed by Juan C. Vazquez on June 
16, 2015 regarding the above affirmed ejection matter, the Commonwealth hereby finds that the 
allegations and assignments of error are not based upon new factual evidence relating to the 
“ejection”; that the allegations herein relate to matters previously raised within the administrative 
hearing and that those matters were properly disposed of by the Hearing Officer.  The 
Commission finds no basis or evidentiary support upon which to grant the above motion.  
Accordingly, Petitioner’s Motion for Rehearing, Reconsideration or Modification of the 
Commission’s June 9, 2015 Findings of Fact/Conclusions of Law and Order is hereby 
DENIED.”  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
  Chairman Novak announced the next commission meeting will be held August 17, 2015, 
at New Bolton Center, in Kennett Square, PA.   
  
 Executive Session: 10:30 A.M.  
 Public Meeting: 11:30 A.M.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Chairman Novak adjourned the meeting. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Walt Remmert 
      Acting Executive Secretary 
  


