
1 
 

Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission 
August 17, 2015 

Minutes 
 

 A meeting of the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission was held on Monday, 
August 17, 2015 at New Bolton Center, in Kennett Square, PA, at 11:30 A.M.   
 
 In attendance representing the Commission were Dr. Corinne Sweeney, Commissioner; 
Thomas Jay Ellis, Commissioner; Walt Remmert, Acting Executive Secretary of Horse Racing; 
and Jorge Augusto, Legal Counsel. Representing the PA Department of Agriculture as an Ex-
Officio Member of the Commission was Fred Strathmeyer, Deputy Secretary.  Alan Novak, 
Chairman, was on by phone.      
     
   Chairman Novak called the meeting to order and announced the meeting was duly 
advertised in accordance with the Sunshine Law.    
 
 Mr. Augusto stated that the Commission held an executive session in which the 
Commission discussed personal matters.  No other agency business was transacted.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeny, seconded by Commissioner Ellis, and 
unanimously passed, to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2015, commission meeting.    
 
OLD BUSINESS (STATISTICAL REPORTS) 
 
 Chairman Novak requested the statistical highlights for the past month.   
 
Parx Racing 
 
 Joe Wilson, Chief Operating Office, reported the previous month and year to date 
statistics.  The barn construction is still going on the next two barns are starting to be built.  Mr. 
Wilson noted that with the two week break the grounds will be looking spectacular for the big 
Fall Festival.                     
          
Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 
 
 Michael Ballezzi, Executive Director of PTHA, was not present and no oral report was 
given.   
 
Penn National Race Course 
 
 Eric Johnston, Director of Racing, reported on the previous months and year to date 
statistic totals.  Mr. Johnston noted that the Reading OTW will be closed on August 31st this 
year.   
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Presque Isle Downs & Racetrack 
 
 Debbie Howells, Director of Racing for Presque Isle Downs, reported on the previous 
months and year to date statistic totals.  The deer fence is completed at this time however there 
are still deer coming into the track but thankfully nothing new has happened with them lately.  
Ms. Howells noted that the track work is finished and with the new condition book there was a 
ten percent increase in purses.              
 
PA Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association 
 
   Mr. Martinez, Associate Executive Director of the PA HBPA, was present but no oral 
report was given.   
 
Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association 
 
 Brian Sanfratello, Executive Director, noted that on September 5th it will be PA Day at 
the Races which will feature a great race card and purses also everyone is looking forward to the 
Fall Festival.  There has been more money added to the restricted races that will be happening 
during the Fall Festival.  There are a few new stallions coming into Pennsylvania and they are 
great additions to Pennsylvania breeding.                  
 
RESEARCH 
 

 Dr. Mary Robinson, Acting Director of the Pennsylvania Equine Toxicology and 
Research Lab, and of the University of Pennsylvania, presented:  There are multiple research 
projects in progress in the laboratory, and highlights from the past few months are presented. 
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICER 
 
 All internal blind samples sent to the screening sections of the laboratory this month have 
been correctly identified.  An internal blind sample was also correctly identified by the DNA 
section.     
  
NEW BUSINESS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Sweeney, seconded by Commissioner Ellis and 
unanimously passed to approve item 5.a.(1); approval of  the thoroughbred full race card 
simulcast schedules for the month of September 2015 at Penn National, Parx Racing, and 
Presque Isle Downs.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Ellis and seconded by Commissioner Sweeney and 
passed to approve item 5.a. (2)1; approval of the harness full race card simulcast schedules for 
                                                           
1Concerning Item 5.a. (2); “Consideration for approval of the Harness full race card simulcast schedules for the 
month of September 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs and Harrah’s Philadelphia.  Approval 
is pending submission of the fully executed simulcast agreements to the Commission Office.” Chairman Alan 
Novak abstained from voting on this item due to a business relationship with The Meadows.   
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the month of September 2015, at The Meadows, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs, and Harrah’s 
Philadelphia Casino and Racetrack.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
  Chairman Novak announced the next commission meeting will be held September 22, 
2015, at New Bolton Center, in Kennett Square, PA.   
  
 Public Meeting: 10:30 A.M.: Woerner Amphitheater 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Chairman Novak adjourned the meeting. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Walt Remmert 
      Acting Executive Secretary 
  


